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said: " The solemn ceremony preparing in. France
cannot fail to produce the happiest results, by show-
ing His Majesty's just confidence in an Austrian
Archduchess. Never has a princess deserved better
of the nation, or been placed on the French throne
under happier auspices. She has become the precious
pledge of a political alliance, which but for her would
never have existed, or, at least, would have been
extremely precarious."

After this homage to the Empress, the diplomatist
added with praiseworthy frankness: "Europe has
need of calm; evils of all sorts have too long weighed
on its -populace not to irritate them to the furthest
point. I beg Your Excellency not to form any illu-
sion on the feelings that have been seething in Ger-
many for six years, which the governments are no
longer able to restrain. Probably most of the allied
sovereigns are loyal; but the people are against us,
with scarcely an exception, and only a long peace
can efface the memory of their sufferings. Foreign
agents, who may express other views in Paris, do not
deserve your confidence, and would give the lie to
everything generally known of the tone reigning
in the capitals of the Confederation, and often in
their rulers' cabinets. Never has a government more
urgently needed to conciliate the nation than Austria.
It is hard to give you a just idea of the agitation that
prevails as the Russians approach the frontier. . . .
Count Metternich said to me: 61 spend four or five
hours every day with the Minister of Police. Our